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Despite its enormous 
population density, 
Hong Kong is ultimately 
limited by land mass 
and is not even one of 
the fifteen largest cities 
in the world. 
The largest 
metropolitan areas 
exceed 15 million people 
with the fastest growing 
urban areas in 
developing nations 
(nine) … with the least 
resources to deal with 
urban sprawl. 
Top 15 urban centers… 










































The growth of cities has been most pronounced when the data 
are measured as changes in land use practices (sprawl)… 
From: Platt, R. (2000) Ecological Cities Symposium at Boston College 
The growth of urban areas is 
closely linked to the development 
of technology 
•  Ci1es have grown rapidly as technology and the 
industrial revolu1on of the past 150 years has 
created opportuni1es for people in urban areas. 
•  The impact of industrializa1on, especially the 
burning of fossil fuels, has led to environmental 
decline due to the release of greenhouse gases. 
•  Global warming is closely associated with human 
industrial prac1ces. 
